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Introduction

Belize is an independent, young nation having gotten her sovereignty from Britain on September 21, 1981; she is now a member of the British Commonwealth. Belize is an English speaking nation with a population of 311,500 people; she boasts a melting pot of cultures, a people who are her greatest resource. Nestled by the north by Mexico, west and south by Guatemala and east by the Caribbean Sea; Belize is 8,867 square miles of which 42% are natural reserves, parks or monuments that include a multitude of flora and fauna, the Largest Barrier Reef in the Western Hemisphere and Maya heritage that include Ancient Ruins, history and its people. 

Belize is a parliamentary democracy and recognizes the British Monarch as the Head of State, represented by the Governor General and the Prime Minister exists as the Head of Government. Its legislative authority is the National Assembly composed of the House of Representatives (31 members) and the Senate 13 members. 

Belize has a small and open economy whose exports include bananas, sugar, marine products and citrus products. Its service sector is dominated by tourism and imports account for approximately 60% of GDP. The currency is the Belize Dollar which is pegged to the US dollar at (1 US$ - 2 BZ$) for more than 30 years. 

The country is also young with an estimated 65% of the population under the age of 30. Based on the recent census of 2007 its unemployment rate is 8.2% more than half of which are youth. Based on the 2002 Country Poverty Assessment (CPA) it is also estimated that 33.5% of the population was considered poor (“not able to meet basic food and non food costs”) more than half of which are youth.  

Describe the problem to be addressed 
·  “In the year 2000, the Ministry of Human Development, Women and Civil Society had estimated that they were approximately 1000 domestic violence cases.  In March of 2000 The Domestic Violence Surveillance Data Report was released and indicated that domestic violence was wide spread in all six Districts in Belize. This report was compiled by the Women’s Department, police, and other organizations.” A Comparative Criminology Tour of The World by Dr. Robert Winslow
· “Approximately one in three women in Latin America and the Caribbean has been a victim of sexual, physical, or psychological violence at the hands of their partners, according to survey data collected by PAHO. Surveillance data from the Ministry of Health in 2005 shows that in Belize, of the total number of reported cases, 53 percent of women say they have survived physical violence, while 12 percent have experienced sexual violence.” PAHO/MOH  Belize-2005 
· The primary force for the rise in crime in Belize is directly linked to the intra regional drug trade. The UN Office on Drugs and Crime estimates that 216 tons of cocaine transit the Caribbean annually en route to the US and Europe. Weapons are normally transported with these drugs and end up in the hands of Belizeans.
· The domestic violence surveillance system was initiated in Belize in the year 1999.  An instrument was developed and is currently being used at every governmental and non governmental organization that has contact with victims of gender based violence including domestic violence, sexual abuse and child abuse.  Each one of these organizations registers the incident, or episode of violence. Gender Based Violence Report 2003 -2004, MOH
· In the year 2004 an assessment of the surveillance system was conducted by the Ministry of Health in collaboration with PAHO/WHO Regional Coordination, Center for Disease Control (CDC) and PAHO/WHO Belize.
· The prevalence rate of domestic violence in females for the year 2003 was 7.8 and in 2004 6.0 x 1000 females.  The prevalence rate ranges from 0.7 in Cayo up to 13.5 x 1000 females in Orange Walk during the year 2003.  In 2004 the prevalence rate ranges from 1.5 in Toledo District up to 9.7 x 1000 females in Belize District. The rates are in correspondence with the reporting of cases by district.  The majority of Districts reported a decreased prevalence rate in 2004 except Cayo District where the increase was up to 41% more. Gender Based Violence Report 2003 -2004, MOH
· In 2008 108 murders were recorded in Belize, 6 of these murders was as a direct result of domestic violence on women with the use of various weapons including knife, hammer, gun. This is sufficient indication of the severity of the problem when life is loss. Belize Police Department, 2008
Describe the affected population
The devastating effects of armed violence against women results in occasionally loss of life and it is horrific and inhumane every single time you hear of this unfortunate tragedy. The negative outcome transcends personal physical and emotional hurt and reaches and rips families, alters economic stability and touches communities at its core. Children suffer and sometimes die in these acts of violence; suicide in some cases also follows, the victims undoubtedly suffer horrible and so do their families. It must be held that to truly mitigate the problem one must seek to understand the perpetrator, the aggressor and confront it from multiple approaches.   
Report on relevant interventions, programmes that were implemented and what they achieved.

· “The Police Department has a family violence unit that addresses complaints of spousal abuse. A shelter for battered women offers short-term housing. The Belize Organization for Women and Development, an NGO, advises women on their rights and provides counseling.” 
A Comparative Criminology Tour of The World by Dr. Robert Winslow
· Sixteen Days of Activism Against Gender based Violence observed during November of each year. 
· “The surveillance system on gender based violence involves all key partners that approach these cases.  Half of the districts have poor registration of cases.  The preparation of reports is still a challenge for the Ministry of Health to have it done on time; this situation has improved but needs to be strengthened at the local level.  This surveillance system is unique in the region and can contribute to the development of one similar in other countries.”

Include what legal framework and institutional mechanisms that exist to deal with the problem. 
·  The Domestic Violence Surveillance Data Report
· Families and Children’s Act
	INSTITUTION CASES WERE REFERRED

	Medical Follow Up

	Social Worker

	Women's Department

	Police

	Public Health Nurse

	Psychiatric Nurse

	Haven House

	Family Court/Magistrate


· The Firearms Act addresses the manufacture, possession and trade of firearms. 

· Domestic Violence Act
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