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Good morning.  Allow me to extend a special welcome this morning to the representatives of the regional governments and non- governmental organisations who have journeyed to Port of Spain for this Preparatory Regional Workshop on the Negotiation of an Arms Trade Treaty.  I also welcome everyone present here this morning. 
The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is extremely pleased to be associated with the hosting of this two-day Workshop. The main objective of the Workshop is to provide a forum at which CARICOM Member States can discuss the principal issues of concern to them in the elaboration of an Arms Trade Treaty and formulate concrete positions on the matters of interest to the region which will be advanced during the negotiations that will take place under the auspices of the United Nations in 2012.  
I am reminded that there has been international focus on the development of an Arms Trade Treaty for almost a decade. This culminated in 2006 with United Nations General Assembly resolution (61/89) titled “Towards an Arms Trade Treaty” which was approved by 153 member states, including all CARICOM Member States.  It was also decided that there should be four (4) preparatory sessions to make recommendations to the United Nations Conference on the Arms Trade Treaty (UNCATT) scheduled to be held in 2012.  
It is widely acknowledged that our region has developed into a key transshipment and final destination point for small arms and light weapons, arising in large measure from the association of arms with the trafficking in drugs. In view of the fact that the first preparatory session for the Arms Trade Treaty will be held in at United Nations Headquarters, New York from July 12-23, 2010, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago considered it very important to partner with the Women’s Institute for Alternative Development (WINAD) and the Government of Australia to convene this workshop in the hope of assuring a high-level of regional, hemispheric and international cooperation to effectively combat the problem of the glaring absence of an internationally accepted regime for the regulation of the trade in arms.  

There has been enhanced international awareness of the link between illegal and irresponsible arms transfers and increased violence on a global scale which is often accompanied by human rights abuses. The development of international standards on the importation, exportation and transfer of conventional arms is integral to any successful strategy to combat conflict, crime and insecurity and the displacement of people which derogates from peace, safety, security, stability and sustainable development of countries. 
The Trinidad and Tobago Police Crime and Problem Analysis Unit reports that between 1998 and 2008, 2,527 firearms were seized in Trinidad and Tobago and 13,198 rounds of ammunition were seized.  This Unit also reports that in 2006 firearms were used in 269 murders, in 2007, they were used in 303 murders and in 2008, 437 murders.  
Researchers estimate that over 600 million small arms and light weapons (SALWS) are in circulation worldwide, contributing to approximately 300,000 direct deaths each year, of which about 100,000 occur in armed conflict and 200,000 in non-conflict situations, such as homicides, suicides, unintentional shootings and police gunfire. The number of non-fatal injuries caused by small arms is unknown, but potentially even higher.
Although CARICOM Member States do not manufacture arms, the proliferation of conventional arms, in particular firearms in our region, as a consequence of the unregulated or under-regulated arms trade is a direct contributor to spiralling levels of violent crime. Indeed, we are conscious that the unacceptable rise in violence represents a crisis, the pernicious effects of which extend well beyond the territories of CARICOM Member States. If we are to safeguard our societies and assure an environment conducive to the achievement of our developmental goals, we must strive within the ambit of an Arms Trade Treaty to fashion co-operative arrangements among ourselves and with like-minded States and other international actors. 
Small States acting on the international plane look to international law and its corpus of rules to provide the framework within which they can pursue their national interests in a globalised world with the certainty and predictability required for an environment conducive to the achievement of their economic and political objectives. The creation of an internationally agreed regime for the trade in arms will contribute to the further development of international law in this area. By its actions and priorities, postures and perspectives, Trinidad and Tobago seeks to contribute to the development of international law.  

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago believes that a comprehensive Arms Trade Treaty has the potential to save lives and protect livelihoods through the establishment of effective controls which ensure that international arms transfers take place in a transparent environment and an environment that promotes accountability.  A critical element will be the enforcement of the principle of State responsibility. States which supply weapons will be accountable to the international community for their sale.  It is anticipated that the Treaty would set unequivocal standards which would result in complementary national and international jurisdiction over arms transfer thereby creating greater certainty with respect to rules of international law that govern these transfers.

Violence (in particular, gun violence) poses a new and very serious challenge to our societies and economies in the Caribbean. We are called upon to confront what is now undeniably a scourge that is exacting huge social, economic and psychological costs throughout our region. To achieve success in this vital effort to arrest and reverse this disturbing trend requires coordinated action on many fronts by many actors. The negotiation and adoption of an Arms Trade Treaty is one of the essential planks on which we seek to construct a lasting solution to the burgeoning level of violence and gun violence that is a regrettable feature of our present day reality in the Caribbean. 
We very much understand that unchecked violence threatens socio-economic development, political stability and the internal and external security of States and the physical and mental security of individuals. Unchecked violence also contributes greatly to a reduction in the quality of life of all of our citizens. The solidarity and co-operation among States and non-governmental organizations that is evident in the hosting of this Workshop is, we believe, indicative of the collective responsibility and concrete interest of all these international actors, including non-State entities, that have a stake in ensuring that the society we live in is free of the scourge of unbridled, unfettered violence and aggression.   

In the conduct of their international relations, States devise international instruments to provide the legal framework within which they can peacefully co-exist whilst furthering their national interests.  Recognising that there is broad consensus in our region on the necessity for the regulation of the trade in arms, we have sought with this Workshop to bring together regional experts and non-governmental organizations in order to make a concerted effort to consolidate regional knowledge and expertise to ensure that the proposed treaty addresses the specific concerns and needs of our region. 
Later this month, at the meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group on an Arms Trade Treaty which will take place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, our Governments will have the opportunity to ventilate the matters and opinions we view as critical and to advance whatever regional position we concretize at this meeting. I urge all participants to avail themselves fully of the opportunity to collaborate with your colleagues on the delineation of a regional position on this issue. Trinidad and Tobago views this Treaty as an important tool in realizing our commitment to a more secure Trinidad and Tobago and a more secure region. 
In the absence of the Honourable Surujrattan Rambachan, Minister of Foreign Affairs, who is away on official business, I wish, once more, to welcome all participants in the Workshop and to congratulate the organisers for the effort, both of conception and execution, involved in this exercise. I express the hope as well that you will have a productive Workshop and that your deliberations over the next two days will result in a tangible contribution towards the eventual adoption in 2012 of a path-breaking Arms Trade Treaty which, by establishing an international legal regime prescribing common standards for the trade in arms, will serve the interest of the Member States of the Caribbean Community and that of the wider international community. 
I thank you.  
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