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N E W S R E L E A S E

State of Emergency to Curb Crime

For Immediate Release

The situation of armed violence and criminality in Trinidad and Tobago threatens the life, liberty and freedom of all citizens.  WINAD will continue to support government’s national, regional and international efforts to reduce and prevent armed violence and criminality; providing that these initiatives are not in conflict with international standards for protecting the rights of ALL citizens.

In a consolidated democracy, it is expected that political liberties, civil and human rights are respected at all times, there is true freedom of the media and the government has reasonable and effective law enforcement abilities. 
Most democracies that currently have a state of emergency in effect have implemented such in response to national disasters and not to curb gun violence and criminality.

Thirteen states currently have some form of State of Emergency in operation.  These are classified as follows:

1. Martial law (mostly dictatorial regimes including Yemen, Egypt, Fiji and Somalia)

2. Natural disasters (Japan, New Zealand, Bolivia and several states in the United States of America)

The Women’s Institute for Alternative Development (WINAD) has challenged the notion of a limited state of emergency since it was recommended by an eminent persons group a few years ago.  WINAD is of the view that a State of Emergency limited or not, effectively erodes the fundamental human rights of citizens through such acts as arbitrary arrests and detentions.  A state of emergency can potentially create an environment for human rights abuses. 
Regular updates from Government to keep citizens fully informed of developments, will contribute significantly to allaying fears  and  preventing rumour and ill-informed analysis, by elaborating on the expected outcomes of this initiative since the State of Emergency will affect our economic and social stability.  

WINAD firmly believes that the current situation presents an opportunity for citizens to act collectively in their communities, work places and in Non Governmental Organisations to discuss, analyze and work collaboratively to prevent community violence.
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