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Good morning to all of you and welcome to our Preparatory Regional Workshop for Negotiations for an Arms Trade Treaty.

Welcome to all of us to this time and this space.  
To my mind, our presence here and now is demonstrable of our persistence, our commitment and our understanding of the need of Caribbean people to live free from fear but more importantly, to feel secure in the knowledge that our security needs will be met, that our children’s future is assured because the resources of the state will be utilized on their education, providing efficient health care for them and developing our economy.  We look forward to the day when we can spend less on security, not only for the vast savings but also for the peace of mind that this will represent.  
Small arms proliferation and misuse is endemic in Caribbean society.  Our children die daily at the hands of friends and acquaintances.  Families are wiped out and communities that harbor the creativity and glory of our countries are under siege as we grapple with this new phenomenon called gun violence.

Gun violence has forced Caribbean people to think deeply about our humanity, about our ways of doing and being.  Gun violence threatens the civility which we have historically enjoyed, and which we sell to the world as our strength when we promote our tourism product. 

Its tentacles have become deeply embedded in our homes, schools and communities and is overwhelming us but, the Caribbean spirit of resistance is what has brought us here today….in this space.
Gun violence is perhaps the single most challenging issue in our region at this time, but to my mind it presents an opportunity for us to also re-define our individual and collective being. 
Since our work began in 2000, WINAD has provided a gender analysis of the challenge of gun violence by interrogating the violent masculinity which is dominant in the crimes perpetrated against citizens.  In this regard we have called into focus the fact that gun crime is committed by men who have access to legal guns as well as illegal guns so there is a need really to determine why some men feel empowered to use violence in either the domestic sphere or in public, or perhaps both.

It is also important we believe, to examine the violent norms which have characterized Caribbean being from our birth.  Our societies evolved out of violence and there is need for us to re-visit that history and identify its contribution to our current reality.

WINAD’s journey to understand and respond to the challenge of gun violence has focused on the voice of women.  It is the voice that we believe is not sufficiently located in the discourse on this violence but the voice which will enable all of us to understand the violence in its many and varied dimensions.

In this regard, we have begun work to promote the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security in order to advocate for more women to participate in public policy on security issues whether they are in government or are civil society actors and for more resources to be provided women’s organization that work on arms control issues.

Our work in Trinidad and Tobago has allowed us to research and present our own analysis of this phenomenon, our most recent work has been the Women’s Conversations in which we partnered with UNICEF to meet with women in fourteen communities across the country and record their thoughts on the impact of gun violence on their lives and their recommendations for public policy and programming.  

Regionally, WINAD initiated the formation of CDRAV which currently has membership in fourteen countries consisting of civil society organizations that work with women, youth, labour and research institutions.  Globally, WINAD sits on the Arms Trade Treaty Steering Committee which has NGO representation from all regions of the world and which has been largely instrumental in getting the negotiations for an ATT on the multilateral agenda.

The ATT Steering Committee has partnered with governments to promote the ATT, a treaty which is intended to reduce and or prevent irresponsible exports, imports, transshipment and other international transfers of conventional arms,  so that we may save lives.

The resolution towards an arms trade treaty was formally introduced into the UN system in 2006 at which time all CARICOM governments voted in favour of this important milestone in the history of humankind.

This resolution is important for CARICOM for many reasons chief among them is the fact that it is known that over 90% of the small arms which are to be found in the illicit market were manufactured legally and then diverted.  Hence many of the firearms found in our communities have been diverted and therefore if we are to respond to the situation in our own countries, then we must be engaged in the international action against the uncontrolled trade in conventional arms.

Equally important I think is the fact that the death and destruction which the trade in arms causes is a human problem.  The rights of the world’s citizens are removed with the misuse of weapons and the humanitarian impact is disastrous.  We must stand in solidarity with the peoples of the world in their quest to live free of tyranny and neglect.    
It is for these reasons that WINAD, acting on behalf of CDRAV, undertook to approach the governments of Trinidad and Tobago and Australia to request that they convene this workshop and we committed our human resources to making this happen.  We are grateful that they share our vision and we are thankful to you for choosing to be here.

I want to salute the women of WINAD, the Women’s Institute for Alternative Development for your vision and your tenacity.  I want to salute the members of CDRAV, the Caribbean Coalition for Development and the Reduction of Armed Violence for your dedication to serving your country in this time of great challenge and tribulation.  
CDRAV’s work is funded by the Canadian government.
Our thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for your leadership in raising the voice of CARICOM governments on an issue which affects the lives of Caribbean people in ways which challenge our humanity.

The Government of Australia, through its embassy in Port of Spain has proven to be a worthy partner in this endeavour and has signalled its intention to walk with us on this journey to restore peace and security in this region.  The Australian government’s leadership on the issue of arriving at an Arms Trade Treaty within the United Nations system was etched in the history of this ATT process when it co-authored the resolution calling for an ATT along with the United Kingdom, Kenya, Costa Rica, Japan, Argentina and Finland.
We look forward to the time and thought which will be invested in this workshop over the next two days and to the outcome document which will represent our views on this issue and our approach to arriving at a treaty which will meet the needs of Caribbean people.
I thank you.
1

